
Story of Change:    “Community people reducing alcohol consumption”  

Local wine (white wine) is one of various types of alcohol consumed and produced in Cambodia. 

It’s affordable price means that it is easy to buy and people will become drunk more quickly than 

other forms of alcohol. Many local communities drink white wine and it is frequently drunk at 

celebrations such as weddings, ceremonies and parties. Many people only consider the positive 

effects of alcohol, that it makes the consumer happy, less stressed and more masculine; however 

they fail to grasp the  

negative impacts of alcohol on health and their life. 

  
Mr. Heng Seng added that on the 3

rd
 of July 2015 he went to a funeral in Steng Svay Village, Da 

commune, Chet Borey District, Kratie province, one of the target areas of PDP-Center’s project.  

He was surprised because normally people in this community drink alcohol at every occasion, 

even at funerals. However this time, people weren’t drinking and those who did were silent. 

Before this, people who drank were noisy and uncouth. Mr Heng Seng referenced a man, Mr. 

By Bunly who also attended the funeral. Mr. Dy Bunly is a heavy alcoholic and known for 

yelling, disturbing the peace and physically abusing his wife and family. Yet on this occasion, 

Mr. Dy Bunly was not drinking; instead he sat at the table with friends who did drink and talked 

quietly and civilly.  

 

Mr. Seng Heng mentioned how strange it is that Mr, Dy Bunly was not drinking, considering he 

is recognised in the community by his disagreeable behaviour when drunk. His wife had called 

the police on him at times, yet even the police’s education and advice on alcohol abuse had not 

made a difference to his behaviour.  

 

Mr. Dy Bunly stopped drinking alcohol after his friend advised him on the harmful affects of 

alcohol after attending a community talk with PDP-Center. Mr. Seng Heng said with a warm 

smile, “I am so happy to see this change to my community people as well as I want to pay my 

gratitude and thanks to PDP- Center which establish project to solve alcohol related intimate 

violence and sharing knowledge on other harms of alcohol which is the hot issue and big 

problem in today’s society in a plus this program is completely different from other NGOs”. He 

added that, “The program on alcohol related harms and intimate violence in his community is 

useful and fruitful since this program make his community better the way people consume or 

produce alcohol comparing to previous time”. In addition, he appealed to PDP-Center to 

conduct more projects on the consequences of alcohol and the negative affects of alcohol 

consumption in the community. 

The project starts from May, 2015 under support from The Asia Foundation.  
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In the workshop, the topic “Preventing Intimate Partner 

Violence” was covered in Da commune, Chet Borey 

district and Kratie province. Most participants were 

interested in this project and those people started to 

discuss, challenge and share their issues on alcohol 

abuse after attending the workshop. 
 

Mr. Seng Heng, a commune councillor who joined the 

community talk with PDP-Center commented that, 

‘people in his community started to discuss and share 

knowledge related to the negative impact of alcohol 

abuse, after they joined PDP-Center’s project’.   

 


